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Keeping you informed 

Alne Brickworks Landfill Site Update   February 2017 

 
 
Our aim is to protect and improve 
the environment so that everyone 
can enjoy the benefits of a clean, 
safe and healthy place to live, work 
and play.  
 
We issue environmental permits 
and set standards for those 
operating waste management 
facilities, including landfills like the 
site at Alne Brickworks.  
 

Background 
Alne Brickworks Landfill at Forest Lane, near 
Easingwold has an environmental permit allowing 
the disposal of non-hazardous general municipal 
and construction and demolition waste.  

The site was operated by York Recycling 
(Processing) Ltd until the company went into 
liquidation at the end of 2015. The company that 
operated the gas utilisation plant at the same site, 
The Walled Garden Power Company, 
subsequently went into liquidation in 2016. The 
permit is currently the responsibility of the 
liquidator. 

 

Current Situation 

In our last newsletter we told you that 
environmental consultants had been at the landfill 
site during September 2016 conducting an 
assessment of the site.  Following on from that 
assessment the consultants recommended a 
number of actions that needed to be taken to 
manage the environmental impacts of the site.  
These include:  

• collecting and flaring the landfill gas,  

• collecting and disposing of leachate and  

• securing the site against any unauthorised 
access.   

We are going through the process of appointing a 
contractor to carry out these essential works.     

The tendering process has closed and we are 
currently assessing the submissions we have 
received.  

It is important that we carry out thorough checks 
to ensure works we are commissioning are 
carried out to the appropriate standards.  We 
expect to be in a position to appoint a contractor 
in the next couple of weeks and will keep you 
informed as to the start date for the planned 
works.  

 

Odour  

There has been a rise in the number of odour 
complaints in the last two months.    

The odour is arising from the gas wells installed 
at the site, which we previously capped.  The gas 
is causing the caps to pop off periodically which is 
causing the odour.   Our officers have been 
visiting the site on a regular basis to assess the 
situation and to ensure that caps on the gas wells 
remain in place in an attempt to minimise release 
of landfill gas wherever possible.    

We have prioritised improvements to the gas 
management system within the tender package.   
Once these works are completed the gas 
collected will be burnt in a flare.   We will be able 
to confirm the timescale for these works to be 
completed as soon as contractor has been 
appointed.  

Please continue to report issues to us on our 24 
hour incident hotline.   

 

Leachate 
Outbreaks of landfill leachate (the liquid produced 
by biodegrading waste) around the boundary of 
the site are also being monitored by our officers.   
It is important that we begin to start managing the 
leachate in the site and as a result part of the 
works we are tendering for include installing a 
leachate collection system.  This will allow for 
leachate to be pumped out of the landfill and into 
storage tanks on site before being removed by 
road tanker to an off-site treatment works for 
disposal.   We anticipate that the effect of 
reducing the leachate levels across the site will 
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reduce the impact of current outbreaks.  If 
necessary we will take further action to remediate 
specific areas of leachate outbreak. 

 

Working with others 
The liquidator is still hoping to sell the site and we 
continue to provide information to aid that 
process.   

We have met with the planning officer and the 
rights of way officer from North Yorkshire County 
Council to ensure they are up to date with the 
situation at the site and our plans for future 
works.  

 

Keeping you informed 
We would like to continue to assure the public 
that Alne Brickworks Landfill remains a priority 
site for us and we are committed to making sure 
the site poses no harm to the environment or 
human health.   

We are working very hard to make the works that 
are needed to improve the site happen as soon 
as possible.  The timescales involved are 
influenced by our procurement processes but we 
expect works to commence in the next few 
weeks.  We will issue a further newsletter as soon 
as the programme of work is finalised.   

We continue to: 

• keep Parish Councils, Hambleton District 
Council, NYCC & councillors & MP informed 
of the site and actions we are taking; 

• advise and provide information to the 
liquidator; 

• encourage the local community to report any 
nuisance or pollution from the site; 

• meet with adjacent landowners 

 

Our Yorkshire Area Landfill Team can assist 
you with any specific queries related to 
environmental matters not covered in this 
briefing.  

You can contact the team though our National 
Customer Contact Centre on 03708 506 506 or 
by e-mail at yorkshire-landfill@environment-
agency.gov.uk 

 

How can you help us? 

We require and expect the operator of the landfill 
to take reasonable steps to minimise odours and 
any other pollution that may be generated by the 
operation of the site. 

If you are experiencing any problems or have 
any concerns related to the landfill site please 
report them to us as soon as possible.  

The Environment Agency operates a 24-hour 
incident hotline. You can use this number to 
tell us if the site is causing an odour or other 
pollution.  

Our incident hotline number is 0800 807060. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


