
PARISH NEWSLETTER 
 

November 2019 
 

for the villages of Aldwark, Alne, Flawith, 
 Tholthorpe, Tollerton and Youlton 

 
The Anglican ministers for the villages in the Parish of Alne are Revd. 
Debbie Coyne and Revd. Carmel Gittens.  They can be contacted by 
telephone on 01423 360759 or by e-mail at rev.deborah.coyne@gmail.com 
and 01347 833437 or carmel-gittens@live.co.uk respectively. 

 

 
 

A welcome from the new Vicar 
 
Hi, we are Debbie and Aslan (he is the good-looking cockapoo in the 
picture). 
 
We have come to the Benefices of Alne and Brafferton (a group of 6 
churches, and more villages) from Tadcaster, where I was finishing my 
curacy (a sort of trainee vicar). And here is some of my story… 
 
I have been ordained four and a bit years but ministry is not something new 
for me. My father is Ordained. Both he and my mother have ministered in 
churches throughout my upbringing, encouraging me to participate and 
share in the gifts God has given me. 

mailto:rev.deborah.coyne@gamil.com
mailto:carmel-gittens@live.co.uk
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Despite this I was determined to never be ordained myself…  Instead I 
focused on becoming a Primary School Teacher. I came to York to study 
English Literature and Psychology at York St John University.  It was during 
this time I began worshipping in a Church of England Church. 
 
It took a few years, some constant, loving and gentle direction from God, a 
few yells and tears from me, and a set of unbelievable circumstances, but I 
obediently and expectantly trained for Ordained ministry at St John’s college 
Durham, then was Ordained in York Minster in July 2015. 
 
Life is not easy to navigate. I have my own experiences of this. I was 
diagnosed with M.E./CFS (Myalgic Encephalomyelitis/ Chronic Fatigue 
Syndrome) 7 years ago. Since, I have had one major relapse, and many 
‘smaller’ ones. There are many complexities to living with unseen, Chronic 
conditions. I believe the Bible shows us Jesus is vulnerable and honest 
about His humanity, setting us an example to do the same. I therefore, 
choose not to hide my illness. Instead I try to give voice to it. But it does 
mean I do not have an abundance of energy and have agreed reasonable 
adjustments for my working in the Benefices, including two days off a week. 
These are ‘normally’ a Monday and a Friday. 
 
When we are not working (Aslan likes to come to services/coffee mornings 
etc. too); we enjoy many hobbies but sometimes enjoy simply resting in the 
comfort of our own home or visiting friends. 
 
Village life is not new to us, but having lots of churches and being in charge 
is. So please bear with us as we adapt to doing ministry here. We would 
love to be available to all people all the time but we simply cannot, with the 
number of churches and the area we cover. 
 
We look forward to getting to know you all during our time here. If you see 
us around and want to say hi, please do. 
 
Before I go, I heard the phrase this week: ‘the Church of England is not the 
Spiritual arm of the National Trust’ meaning: the purpose of the vicar is not 
to maintain pretty historic church buildings! Don’t get me wrong, I love our 
church buildings. I love the history and beauty of them but the Church of 
England does not exist to run buildings. It is here to connect people with 
God. 
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News from Alne Church 
 
Restoration Project 
On behalf of the Clergy and all members of St Mary’s we wish to give our 
thanks to all those who have supported the restoration project at the 
church.  The roof has been largely re-built and some much-needed masonry 
work has been carried out.  Inside the church all the walls have been 
redecorated. 
 
Now that the external phase is finishing we are concentrating on plans to 
improve the inside of the church.  Note: the PCC will be very happy to hear 
from anyone who may be able to give help or expertise with this work.  
Please contact the wardens (contact numbers below). 
 
 
Tuesday 26th November at 12 noon - Christmas Lunch 
Please contact Carol Glen (838016) or Peter Cove (838346) if you would 
like to attend. 
 
 
Sunday 8th December at 10.30a.m. - Christmas Tree Service 
A new event at the church.  Families, individuals and groups are invited to 
make a Christmas tree out of any material, decorate it (using any material!) 
and bring it to the church a few days before the service.  The trees will be 
taken home after the service.  The theme for tree decoration will be Care of 
the Planet.  All are welcome to take up this fun challenge.  Please contact 

the wardens for more information. 
 
 
Tuesday 24th December at 4.00p.m. - Christingle Service 

The Christingle service will be held on Christmas Eve and as usual we will 
be most grateful for help with providing Christingles. 
 
If you are happy to make Christingles please contact Carol Glen (838016), 
Peter Cove (838346) or e-mail office@abchurches.org.uk 
 
 
Duke of Edinburgh Awards – Thomas Nixon and Fizzy Medley have 

completed their Gold Award (congratulations!!) so we have space available 
for others who wish to take on Duke of Edinburgh award challenges. 

mailto:office@abchurches.org.uk


-      - 4 

 
Calling Christingle Makers 

If you would be happy to make Christingles for us for 
our Christmas Eve service at St Mary's Alne would you 
please contact Carol Glen on 838016, Peter Cove on 
838346 or e-mail office@abchurches.org.uk 
 
We supply the candles and the ribbon, if you could 
supply the oranges, sweets and cocktail sticks. 
 
 
Parish Registers 
 
Funerals 
7th August 2019 – Harold Wade – Funeral and burial 
2nd September 2019 – David Whiteley – Interment of ashes 
11th September 2019 – Arthur and Barbara Barrett (from Newfoundland) 
13th September 2019 – Kenneth Proudley – Funeral service followed by 

burial at Aldwark Churchyard 
23rd October 2019 – Elizabeth Jane Jones – Memorial Service 
 
 
At Myton on Swale Church 
Joan Diane Conacher - Funeral service 

 
 
 

Delivery of Newsletters in Alne Village 

For many years Mary Tym has organised a group of 

friends to deliver Newsletters every month.  However, 

some of her team will be leaving the area so more 

volunteers are needed.  If anyone can help please 

telephone Mary on 838430 

mailto:office@abchurches.org.uk
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COMMUNITY NEWS 
 
Village Hall News and Dates for your Diary 
 
 
Village Hall Lottery 
Ticket sales going well for the Village Hall 
Lottery.  If we haven’t knocked on your door already you can expect to see 
us at some point in the next few weeks.  Tickets are £10 each and give you 
one entry per month into the draw.  Each month we will make the draw at 
the pub night.  The first draw will be at the Christmas Eve Pub Night at 
7.00pm. 
 
All proceeds will go towards the ongoing maintenance and improvements to 
the Village Hall.  Please support us by buying a ticket. 
 
Dates For Your Diary 
 
Pub Nights 
Friday 22nd November at 7.00p.m. 
Further dates to follow for 2020 
 
Christmas Eve Pub Night - 5.00p.m. to 8.00p.m. 
This is always a great night.  Doors open at 5.00p.m. just after Christingle.  
Everybody welcome. 
 
Events in the pipeline 
During those cold winter months, Alne’s very own gin distiller will be hosting 
an evening “Gin making at home, my first year”.  It should be an interesting 
evening, watch this space for more details.  This will be a ticket only event. 
 
In order to maintain the Village Hall for future generations we need your 
help.  Please come along and support our events if you can.  If you would 
like to be involved in the running of the Village Hall or organising an event, 
please get in touch. 
 
Please check our webpage on www.alnevillage.co.uk for contact details and 
upcoming events.  Follow us on Facebook.  If you would like to be included 
on the e-mail distribution list (which is confidential) please let us know. 

http://www.alnevillage.co.uk/
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Silver Foil Collection 
 
Mary Tym has informed us that her contact at Sherriff Hutton will no longer 
be able to organise collections of silver paper/foil.  No further collections will 
occur after mid-November.  In the meantime Mary wishes to thank everyone 
who has collected foil over the years – any money raised was sent to the 
charity Guide Dogs for the Blind. 
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ALNE WI 
Joan, our President, warmly welcomed us all to the October meeting.  This 
month we had another York Cookery School visit, this time Fiona and Fraser 
were demonstrating Pâtés, pickles and chutneys.  We enjoyed tasting the 
smoked mackerel pâté and the chicken liver pâté, which Fiona made during 
the session and the glorious onion marmalade which had had three months 
to mature.  We can’t wait to make our own. 
 
We had received three action packs from the National WI, action on cervical 
smear tests, domestic violence and rural bus services, which were available 
for members to take home. 
 
Joan and Jenny were the hostesses and Jenny won the competition. 
 
The photos (below) show us enjoying the pâtés and Fiona and Fraser 
answering our questions. 
 
Next month is the AGM and Joan’s incredible tombola.  Our 2020 program 
will soon be on www.alnevillage.co.uk have a look and join us for anything 
that interests you. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

http://www.alnevillage.co.uk/


 
Alne Parish Leisure Association (APLA) 

For those of you that are new to the area, Alne Parish Leisure Association 
(APLA) is the registered charity responsible for the recreation ground and 
sports field in Alne.  A small dedicated group of volunteers manage and 
maintain the extensive facilities that are open to all: children’s play area, 
skate park, fitness area, wildlife orchard, playing field, all weather basketball 
court and tennis courts.  This is not a council facility and is run by the 
community for the community. 
 
 
Opening times 
Please remember that the facilities are only open between dawn and dusk.  
Out of respect for our neighbours, could parents please remind their children 
of this.  After dark the recreation ground and playing field are out of bounds 
and the barrier to the car park will be closed. 
 
 
Don’t join our committee… Give us one hour a year instead! 
We understand that being part of a committee is a time commitment that not 
everyone can make.  However, without volunteers we cannot maintain the 
excellent range of facilities that so many of us in the community enjoy.  If 
you, or your family use the play area, skate park, tennis court, basketball 
court or playing field, would you consider giving us one hour a year?  Here’s 
how you can help: 
 

1. Choose a month of the year that suits you. 
2. Email alnepark@btinternet.com to let us know that you can help. 
3. Once a week, during your chosen month, spend 15 minutes (or less 

if you walk quickly!) walking around the children’s play park, 
basketball court and skate park. 

4. If you see any litter pick it up and put it in the bin. 
5. If you notice anything that’s broken or needs attention email 

alnepark@btinternet.com 
6. Bask in the glory of giving back to the community and making Alne a 

nicer place to be! 
 
It’s as simple as that.  There are no set dates or times you need to make 
your visits, just be the committee’s eyes on the ground for a month and fit 
your visits around the times you’re already there. 
 
 
 

mailto:alnepark@btinternet.com
mailto:alnepark@btinternet.com
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Calling all dog walkers 
Do you walk your dog past the recreation ground car park first thing in the 
morning or last thing at night?  If so, we’d love your help with opening and 
closing the car park barrier.  It takes less than 2 minutes and will help keep 
the facilities secure.  E-mail alnepark@btinternet.com and we can add you 
to the rota on a regular or casual basis.  All help greatly received. 
 
Get in touch 
We’re always happy to hear from you.  If you have any feedback, would like 
to get involved or notice something you want to bring to our attention please 
e-mail the committee at alnepark@btinternet.com.  If there are things that 
need a more urgent response, please contact Dennis Myers on 07714 
276937. 

 
 

mailto:alnepark@btinternet.com
mailto:alnepark@btinternet.com
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St. Michaels Church Board Game Club 

 

For all who like playing board games. 

Come along to Tollerton Church at 4.00p.m. on Sunday, 10th 
November.  Monthly on the 2nd Sunday thereafter. 

 

Bring a favourite game with you if you like.  For all ages (8 to 80 say). 

Children to be accompanied please. 

 

We'll play for 90 minutes then share a light tea and an informal chat 
about some aspect of the Christian faith.  Finish at 6.00p.m. 

 

No Charge! 

 
 
Easingwold Area Foodbank 
If you have no income, please don't go hungry - we are here to help! 
 
Call our 24/7 Message Line (all calls strictly confidential) 0772 44 44 750 
 
We always call you back and deliver food support to your door. (Supported 
by Tollerton Church) 
 
 
Imaginative / Contemplative prayer meeting 
The next meeting of the imaginative / contemplative prayer group will take 
place on Wednesday, 13th November at 19.30p.m. in St Michael’s church 
Tollerton. 
 
Come and join the meeting for a time of quiet reflective prayer and reflection 
on a passage of scripture All are welcome. Further information is available 
from David and Michèle Beverley 01347 838469. 
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Church Warden Contact Details: 

 
St Mary’s Alne 
Peter Cove  01347 838346 e-mail: alnecove@btopenworld.com 
Carol Glen 01347 838016 
 
St. Stephen’s Aldwark 
Vivienne Bird  e-mail: viviennebird@hotmail.co.uk 
 
St. Michael’s Tollerton 
Arthur Harland 01347 823575 e-mail: janeatwoodyedge@yahoo.co.uk 
Alison Dowson 01347 838138 e-mail amcd2350@gmail.com 
 
 
 

METHODIST SERVICES 
 

NOVEMBER 2019 
 
The Rev Elizabeth Cushion is the Methodist Minister for the villages around 
Easingwold. Elizabeth can be contacted on 01347 821460. You are 
welcome at all of the village services listed below. 
 
 

Date Time Venue Service Details 

3rd November 10.30a.m. Brafferton United Service 

3.00p.m. Tholthorpe   TBA 

10th November 10.30a.m. Brafferton United Service 

3.00p.m. Alne  TBA 

17th November 10.30a.m. Brafferton  TBA 

3.00p.m. Tholthorpe   TBA 

24th November 10.30a.m. Brafferton United Service 

10:30a.m. Alne United Service 

 
 
 
 

mailto:alnecove@btopenworld.com
mailto:viviennebird@hotmail.co.uk
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ANGLICAN SERVICES 
 

NOVEMBER 2019 
 

The Revd. Debbie Coyne has been licensed as our new Priest-in-Charge. 
 

Venue 3rd November 10th November 

Remembrance 
Sunday 

17th November 24th 
November 

Aldwark 
 
 
 

9.00a.m. 
Holy 
Communion 
Rev C Gittens  

 9.00a.m. 
Holy Communion 
Rev Debbie 
Coyne 

 

Alne  
 
 
 

10.30a.m. 
Holy 
Communion 
Rev Debbie 
Coyne 

10.45a.m.  
Holy 
Communion 
Rev J 
Hetherington 

10.30a.m.  
Holy Communion 
TBA 
  

10.30a.m. 
United 
Service  
Rev D Senior 

Tollerton 10.30a.m. 
Holy 
Communion 
Rev C Gittens  

10.30a.m. 
Morning 
Worship 
Alison/John 

10.30a.m. 
Holy Communion 
Rev Debbie 
Coyne 

10.30a.m. 
Morning 
Worship 
Rev Carmel 
Gittens 

Brafferton  
 
 
 

10.30a.m. 
Morning 
Prayer 
Rev J 
Hetherington 

10.45a.m. 
War Memorial 
Remembrance 
Service   
Rev D Coyne 

10.30a.m. 
Methodist 
Service 
 

10.30a.m.  
Rev Debbie 
Coyne 

Myton 
 
 

 10.45a.m.  
Remembrance 
Service  
Rev C Gittens 

 10.00a.m. 
Morning 
Worship 
TBA 

Thormanby 
 
 

10.30a.m. 
Morning 
Prayer 
TBA 

  
 

 

 

 

COPY DATE for December 2019 issue: 19
th
 November 2019 please. 

e-mail: news@abchurches.org.uk 
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